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Formation House Reflects
Diversity, Respect and Commitment
Bayt Siena, Casa Siena, Betha
Siena, Nha Siena, Siena House
In a home nestled in a cornfield
across from the Adrian
Dominican Motherhouse grows a
formation group reflecting the
diversity, respect, and community
that defines the Adrian
Dominican Congregation. “Our
formation house is an interna-
tional home,” stated Elise
García, OP. Born in New York,
Sister Elise grew up in Latin
America and Egypt. Other resi-
dents, Novice Thanh Nguyen
from Vietnam, Candidate Ashley
González from Adrian, Basilia
De la Cruz, OP, and Associate
Xiomara Méndez from the
Dominican Republic, and Diana
Momeka, OP, and Aman
Miriam Mansoor, OP,
Dominican Sisters from the
Congregation of St. Catherine of
Siena in Mosul, Iraq, complete
this international home. The
newly-renovated 8-bedroom
house is brimming with laughter
and prayer in many languages.
“The Dominican Family is a
global family as evidenced by the
candidates and novices who are
joining us in Adrian as well as
other Dominican
Congregations,” commented
Ellen Burkhardt, OP, and
Director of Formation.
We Gather in Love
Every day, the residents of Siena
House celebrate one another’s
international traditions as they
make their journey through the
formation process. They gather
daily with the wider Adrian cam-
pus community for Morning
Prayer as well as
Evensong for Peace each
Tuesday evening. Each
week, the Siena House
community shares reflec-
tion time in which each
person is invited to
reflect on her faith jour-

ney and to open her heart.
“We don’t try to fix any-
one’s feelings; we just lis-
ten,” explained Sister
Aman. At least four nights a
week, the community gathers for
dinner prepared by someone in
the house. The meals are rich in
traditional foods opening the
door to new tastes and experi-
ences. The love and friendship
between the women is evident as
they reveal the beauty of living
in community by their support
and respect for one another.
“The unity that has developed is
amazing to behold,” observed
Sister Ellen.
Universality of First Profession
and Renewal of Vows
On August 8, 2007, Sister Elise
García made her First Profession
of Vows and offered her state-
ment of intent: “It is my intent
to continue to follow the call
sounded deep in my soul in fully
embracing the life that you and
my beloved sister friends, here
and around the world, have lived
and loved so well. In making this
profession, I stand in solidarity
with our Dominican Sisters of St.
Catherine of Siena, of Mosul,
Iraq – Sisters Muentah, Randa,
and Sundus – who today, in the
midst of war, make this same
800-year-old profession of vows.
In following the way of the One
who said, ‘I leave you my peace,
my peace I give you.’ I strive to
live in right relationship – hon-
oring, protecting, and cultivating
the extraordinary diversity of life
that has unfolded over billions of
years and found expression in all
the world’s peoples and cultures,

and in the whole, magnificent
community of Earth.”
The ceremony was a powerful
and soul-stirring event. The
chapel was filled with Dominican
Sisters from Detroit, Chicago,
Miami, Las Vegas, Texas,
Anchorage, Ketchikan, British
Columbia, New Orleans, Iraq
and the Dominican Republic.
There was a strong sense of tradi-
tion and global sisterhood
throughout the ceremony; the
Mass included prayers and read-
ings in Latin, Aramaic, English,
and Spanish. “Throughout the
service, and particularly with Sister
Donna Markham’s remarks, we
were united with our sisters
throughout the world celebrating
Elise’s vows, St. Dominic’s feast,
and each other’s call and life,” stat-
ed Nancy Ann Turner, OP.
After preaching about the day’s
readings, which reflected on
one’s call to work for God, Sister
Donna invited all present to
invoke God’s grace on the five
women and called them forward
to receive their vows. Sisters
Cindy Broderick, OP, and
Heather Stiverson, OP, each
professed vows of renewal at the
altar as Sister Donna held each
one’s hand. Sister Basilia, made
her vow renewal in Spanish,
while Sisters Aman and Diana
recited their vows in Arabic and
in the Iraqi tradition of kneeling
before Sister Donna. The closing
hymn reminded everyone, “we

come to the feast: the
young and the old, the
frightened and the bold.”
From around the world,
these women came to the
feast, responding to the
call. a

Sisters renewing vows, left to right; Cindy
Broderick, Heather Stiverson, and from the
Congregation of St. Catherine of Siena, Mosul,
Iraq, Diana Momeka and Aman Miriam
Mansoor, and from the Dominican Republic,
Basilia De la Cruz

At the dinner table: Candidate Ashley González, Novice Thanh
Nguyen, Associate Xiomara Méndez, Sister Aman Miriam
Mansoor, Sister Elise García, and Sister Basilia de la Cruz
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Associates
Celebrate Jubilees

and a master’s degree in education.
After working in Lansing for a
number of years, Sister Mary taught
adult education at the Ford Rouge
Complex in Dearborn and worked
in the Quality Department.

Sister Mary felt drawn to religious
life and her research on religious
congregations led her to the
Adrian Dominican website. After
reading the Congregation’s Vision,
she felt the Adrian community
was the right fit.

Also in the company of family,
friends, and Adrian Dominican
Sisters, Sister Jackie offered her
statement of intent, “to respond to
God’s loving call and the deepest
desire of my heart, which is to give
myself completely to Christ. I ask
God to lead me evermore deeply
into prayer and contemplation,
and to give me the strength and
the courage to live a life of pover-
ty, chastity and obedience, in the
Dominican tradition, and in com-
munion with my Adrian
Dominican Sisters, so that my
work, my life and my entire being
may be always and everywhere a
preaching of the Word of God.”

Sister Jackie was born in Akron

and grew up in Canal Fulton,
Ohio. She graduated from Bowling
Green State University in Bowling
Green, Ohio, with a bachelor of
science degree in nursing. After
graduation Jackie entered the Grey
Nuns community in Boston but
she wasn’t ready for religious life
and left the community. She
enrolled in graduate school at
Boston College and received a
master’s degree in psychiatric nurs-
ing. Jackie then attended
Columbia University in New York
City, where she received her post-
graduate certification as an adult
nurse practitioner. In
Albuquerque, New Mexico, Sister
Jackie worked as a nurse practi-
tioner. While participating in a
prayer and study group at
Catherine House, a retreat house
of prayer and hospitality, she
became acquainted with the
Adrian Dominican Sisters.
Today, Sisters Mary and Jackie are
fully participating in the life and
mission of the Congregation.
Sister Mary is missioned to the
intentional community at Regina
Dominican High School and liv-
ing in the Sophia Community. She
is the coordinator of the Academic

Resource Center that she devel-
oped last year, assisting with the
Dominican Preachers program,
teaching a sophomore theology
class, and will be the assistant
coach for the freshman basketball
team while working on her master
of arts in Pastoral Studies degree at
Loyola University of Chicago.

Sister Jackie is currently living and
ministering in Anchorage,
Alaska, as a part of the
Congregation’s new ministry ini-
tiatives in the Northwest. She
divides her ministry time between
three roles; as a nurse practitioner
holding general medical clinics at
Brother Francis Homeless Shelter
run by Catholic Social Services, as
coordinator of the Archdiocese of
Alaska Parish Nursing/Parish
Health Ministry Program and as
coordinator of the Archdiocese’s,
“Safe Environment Training
Program.” This program imple-
ments the mandates set forth by
the US Conference of Catholic
Bishops in response to the sexual
abuse scandals and includes back-
ground checks for all employees
and training regarding the Codes
of Conduct. A

(“Vows,” continued from page 1)

On June 17th, Associates Wilma
Brandt, Virginia Michael, and
Carmel Sanchez
were honored at
a celebration of
their 25th year
Jubilee as Adrian
Dominican
Associates. Ann
Rozalia Szabo,
OP, and
Marlene
Kuhnlein, OP,
hosted the cele-
bration and din-
ner for the asso-
ciates, family
members, and
friends, in the backyard of their home
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. A

Adrian Dominican Sisters Celebrate the
Readmission of Sister Patricia Magee
On Tuesday, August 7, 2007, the
Adrian Dominican Sisters cele-
brated the Rite of Readmission
into the Congregation of Patricia
Magee. During Evensong for
Peace, Donna Markham, OP,
Prioress of the Congregation,
invited all present to invoke
God’s grace on Sister Pat.

In 1972 Sister Pat left the com-
munity, married and worked as a

special education teacher in
Oregon and Michigan. During a
reunion celebration, she became
acquainted with the Adrian
Dominican Sisters’ Associate
Program, eventually becoming
the director of the program. After
a year, as director of the
Associate Program, she decided
to re-enter the Congregation. Pat
will continue her position as
director of the Associate Program
and she will reside at the Siena
House of Formation while she
formally discerns vowed life in
the Congregation. A

Sister Pat Magee during the Rite of
Readmission, with Sister Donna
Markham, Prioress of the Congregation

Associates Virginia Michael,
Wilma Brandt and Carmel
Sanchez cutting their 25th
Anniversary cake
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Jubilarians
Jubilee week was celebrated June 18-21 at the Motherhouse in Adrian, Michigan.
Congratulations to the 66 Adrian Dominican Sisters who celebrated diamond (60), golden (50)
and silver (25) jubilees as members of the Congregation embracing a life of faithful service to
God, the Congregation, and the Church through study, prayer, community, and preaching.

Shirley A.
Boettcher

Paul Emelia
Brown

Jeanne
Burns

Ann Stephanie
Callopy

Sarah
Cavanaugh

Jean Kathleen
Comiskey

Elizabeth
Condon

Adella
Diederich

Helen
Dompierre

Imelda Marie
Eckhoff

Patrice
Eilers

JoAnn
Fleischaker

Shirley Mary
Heymes

Charlotte
Hoefer

Marcine
Klemm

Margaret
Lane

M. Joan
Loeffler

Kathleen Therese
McCann

Bernadette
Mehal

Loretta
Mellon

Eileen
Meyers

Jaquelyn
Murray

Theresa
Nightingale

Noreen
O'Connell

Janet
Persyk

Catherine
Podvin

Mary Cecile
Quirke

Madelene
Rowden

Mary Ann
Rybarczyk

Mary
Saynay

Marie Damian
Schoenlein

Margaret Ann
Swallow

Shirley
Thielk

Alice Anne
Van Acker

Anne
Worcester

Cyrilla
Zarek

Diamond



Mary Ann
Phillip

“I was never 100 percent certain that I wanted to be a sister. The only thing I
knew was that I had a restless spirit and with the maturity and wisdom (or lack
thereof) that only those in their 20’s possess, I thought I had tried everything so
why not try religious life? I entered August 2, 1979 and since that day I have
never looked back.
Being an Adrian Dominican has provided an outlet for my restless spirit and a
connection with many others who share the same passion for a better world. I
will always be a crowd of one but I am never alone in this community that I
have grown to love and cherish.”

– Mariane Fahlman, OP
25th Jubilee

“Sixty years as an Adrian Dominican
teaching and touching the lives of
many young people and their families
has been a real blessing in my life. I
am filled with deep gratitude for the
many graces given me to persevere to
this milestone in my life.”

– Mary Ann Rybarczyk, OP
60th Jubilee

“Jubilee was an awesome event … in
the true words of awe! It was delight-
ful to spend the week on campus with
all the sisters and to celebrate with
them. The Mass was special both
personally and liturgically: my imme-
diate family made it to Adrian and
considering their health issues, this
was the greatest gift of all. The sis-
ters made them feel so special it just
added to the joy of the whole week.”

– Margaret Ann (Peg) McGuiness, OP
50th Jubilee

7

Patricia
Brady

Barbara
Cervenka

Sharon
Culhane

Victoria
Dalesandro

Eunice
Drazba

Joanne
Evans

Margaret Anne
Faber

Loretta
Glanz

Bernitha
Glombowski

Dorothea
Gramlich

Katherine
Kenny

Monica
Kim

Joan
Kowalski

Geneal
Kramer

Susan Elaine
Kresse

Frances
Lombaer

Helen
McAllister

Margaret Ann
McGuiness

Helen Diane
McGuirt

Noella Marie
McLeod

Joella
Miller

Evelyn Inez
Montez

Mary Therese
Napolitan

Patricia
Reno

Judith Ann
Seefeld

Janet
Traut

Jude
Van Baalen

Mary
Ward

Mariane
Fahlman

Golden

Silver
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Women In Our History

– by Catherine Podvin, OP

Young women entering religious congregations today do not worry about
what they will wear. Those entering religion no longer sit for long periods of
time at a sewing machine, preparing what they will wear for Reception Day.
In previous years, however, such was not the case. Each candidate was
expected to make the habit and veil that she would wear when she was
received, and to continue to make the clothes that she needed in the future.

Sister Petronilla Keating was an excellent seamstress. In the summers
between teaching years she was usually assigned to the Motherhouse in
Adrian, where she was given the opportunity to use her skill. Many of those
who entered had never used a sewing machine, and Sister Petronilla took on
the responsibility of helping them make the habits they would wear on
Reception Day. If necessary, she also made herself available to the novices to
aid them in preparing their habits for Profession Day. Even on mission, sisters
who needed help in replacing worn habits often sought her out.

Sister Mary Edmund Harrison, a future novice mistress and provincial, was a
postulant in 1920 when she met Sister Petronilla, and spoke of her as “one of
the most motherly sisters I have been privileged to know.” Frequently, sisters
would meet Sister Petronilla walking down De Profundis Hall (the present
ground floor hall in the Motherhouse) to the room “where the sewing
machines were kept, carrying an unfinished habit and with a tape measure
around her neck.”

Catherine Keating, the future Sister Petronilla, was born in Hillsdale,
Michigan, on July 29, 1873. Her parents, Patrick and Bridget (Murphy)
Keating were both from Ireland, Patrick Keating from County Carlow and
Bridget Murphy from County Louth. Catherine entered the postulate at
Adrian in early 1902, at the age of 28. She received the habit and her reli-
gious name on May 19, and made profession of first vows on June 30, 1904.

She became an excellent primary teacher. In Ohio, she taught at St. Mary
School in Defiance, St. Joseph School in Marblehead, and St. John in
Cleveland; and in Michigan, at Holy Cross in Delray, Sacred Heart in
Munising, and St. Mary in St. Clair.

Sister Petronilla was noted not only for her skill as a seamstress, but also for
her hospitality. Wherever she lived, she took efforts to make things homelike,
often serving refreshments to visitors or to the other sisters in the house.

Her last assignment was at St. Clair, Michigan, where she became ill. When
God took her to eternity on March 15, 1923, she was only 50 years of age
and had been professed for only 19 years.


