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Summer Events Brought International 
Members of the Dominican Family to Adrian

The Congregation hosted international members
of the Order, including Father Carlos Azpiroz
Costa (left), justice and peace promoters (above
right) and Father Timothy Radcliffe (above).

Over the span of several days,
Adrian Dominicans had the
pleasure of welcoming to Adrian
both the current and former
Masters of the Dominican Order.
Timothy Radcliffe, OP, former
Master, visited Siena Heights
University the week of June 25 as
part of the Dominican High
Schools Preaching Conference.
Father Timothy spoke to nearly
100 high school juniors and sen-
iors on the topic of preaching and
the signs of the times. He shared
the path he took in becoming a
Dominican, then spoke about the
biggest challenge for Dominicans
today: how to transmit hope in a
chaotic world.

During the same week, from June
29 to July 8, Carlos Azpiroz
Costa, OP, current Master, led a
special Jubilee Retreat at Weber
Center for more than 80 nuns
from 15 North American monas-
teries. “Never before has there
been such a large number of
cloistered
Dominican nuns
from North
America who
have come
together to
praise God and
deepen our soli-
darity,” said
Mary Rose, OP,

former Prioress of the Monastery
of the Blessed Sacrament in
Farmington Hills, Michigan. “We
are making history by having the
Master of the Order — Father
Carlos — with us, who is
Dominic in our midst. Father
Carlos is the first Master of the
Order to preach retreats to the
nuns.” At the conclusion of the
retreat, Adrian
Dominican Sisters
and Associates
attended a Solemn
Mass of Thanks-
giving celebrated 
by Father Carlos in
St. Catherine
Chapel.

On the heels of the
preached retreat,
Weber Center hosted
nearly 40 justice and
peace promoters
from Dominican
congregations and
provinces across North America,

including Durstyne
Farnan, OP. They
gathered July 22-26
to discuss immigra-
tion, human traf-
ficking and global-
ization, and to
establish a
Dominican “call to
action” to address

these and other issues. The North
American Dominican Promoters
for Justice, Peace and Care of
Creation meet every three years.
During their five days together,
the justice promoters focused on
the international perspective of
the Order as it relates to the criti-
cal issues of our day. They also
began to formulate the

Dominican Call to Justice, a doc-
ument describing the priority
issues of justice and peace for
Dominicans in the U.S. and
Canada. Over the next three
years, justice promoters in each
congregation and province will
advocate on a number of issues in
collaboration with other groups
through political, economic and
civic processes. a
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Women In Our History

Mary Amanda Pfluge, the future Sister Hyacinth, was remembered by her
contemporaries as one who was enthusiastic and who enjoyed the years of
life that God allowed her. She was the first young woman to come to the
Adrian Dominican Sisters from St. Joseph Parish in Maybee, Michigan.

The daughter of Magdalena (Wohlgemuth) and Victor Pfluge, Mary was born
on February 9, 1884. Both parents were natives of Germany, had emigrated to
the United States, and settled on the fertile farmland near Maybee. 

It is possible that Mary began her education in a public school, but records
do not show this. She was eight-and-a-half years old when, in September
1892, St. Joseph School opened its doors in Maybee with a faculty of Adrian
Dominicans. Mary’s parents, dedicated Catholics, immediately registered
their daughter. In addition to her classwork, Mary soon became a member of
Sister Crescentia Schrembs’ choir. Records do not show her graduation date,
or whether she attended high school.

Mary revered her teachers, and wanted to be like them. In 1900, at age 16
and with her parents’ permission, she entered the postulate in Adrian, and
on December 10 received the habit and her religious name. 

Sister Hyacinth was a fragile young woman, and considered too young to
take her first vows. She was not allowed to make profession with Sisters
Loretta Waldecker, Anthony Marx, and Jarlath Doherty, the three others
who had been received with her. She was asked to wait three years. Some of
that time was spent as a teacher at St. Joseph School in Mishawaka, Indiana,
where the Adrian Dominicans ministered for only a short time, but most of
it was spent in Adrian.

On May 19, 1903, she professed her first vows with Sisters Mary John Stein,
Immaculata Ebbitt, and Annunciata Redumski. She was assigned to St.
Joseph School in Wyandotte. One day she became very ill in the classroom,
and was taken to the convent in Maybee, where she was also near her family.
At the convent she received the best care, especially from her very good
friend, Sister Annunciata, who tended to her with great compassion.

Some of the sisters questioned the cause of her illness. Tuberculosis was sus-
pected, since that was the dreaded sickness of those years. Tubercular sisters,
however, were usually cared for in Adrian or in their own homes if their par-
ents wished. Since she was not taken to either place, but cared for in the
convent at Maybee, the nature of her illness seems uncertain. Her death cer-
tificate, however, lists “consumption” as the cause of death, which is what
tuberculosis was called at that time. Sister Hyacinth died on June 19, 1905,
at age 21, and was buried in the parish cemetery at Maybee.

– by Catherine Podvin, OP


