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What | Believe i1 e Role of Religiows Life

Responding as
Communities

of Faith

siromgly believe that wie must name

oaprselvis fn these times, not only

individually but also communally,

Because of that belief, 1 spokie with a
number of sisters from my community
ta gather wisdom from their Hyed
experence as well

Theologian Fredernck Buechner defines
vocaton &5 that place where our deepest
gladmess and the warld's deep hunger
mived. As 1 reflect on religious life today,

it osccurs bo e hal owr charsm is that
place whene our deepest consrune
pladness mests the deepest hunger of the

l‘-'lITH

Such an understanding of charism
recpuines bwo things, First we must be
in dialogue with one another as we
dizcern as congregations what is our
deepest E"Indnm For those of us who
ame Dominican, it kas something to do
with truth, with contemplation, and
with ulur.ing with others the frusks of our
l.'\'I.T|'I|'.L"I1.'I|'.lL:l|:iBI1. Hoaw that s Hved out in
the micst of the strugzles teday i our
i:h.:lfll.-ﬂ.p.'.
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Second, we need o know what the
ll.‘lq_"l."Pl;ﬂ-I hunger al Fhe world j_'l-lLIllJ.-"l.:l'.
Thal reguinss a lll.'l:"F"I-H.tl."l.'lJl.'lﬂ ten L
people with whonn we are “embeddal,”
to the seventh generation that depends
vt us o imsabie wise choboes today, o
the Earth herself. It also nequines that
v share with one another what we ane
lsarmimg Brom our devp Bstening since
the subjiect of our listening determines
what we hear

As T read the accounts of the mesting
of thee Intemational Union of Superions
Crrneral, [ wins struick by their theme tos

We need 1o know
what the deepest hunger
of the world is today.
That requires a deep listening 10
the people with whom
we are ‘embedded,”
1o the seventh generation that
depends on s
to make wise choices today,
1o the Earth hersell,

yiar: mysticism and prophecy. The Earth
community seems fo be hungering for
myaticiam, for that spiritual connection.
Joan Chittister, 5B namies it this way:
“There is 4 new question in the spiritual
lifu; it is that spirituality of the spiritual
N tsetf, Life here, and how we relate fo
it, rather than life to come and how we
guarantes it for ourselves, has booome
tther spiritual conundmem ol our age."

Ax mimisferal ml]t-;um-., oaer ol 1= o
prder into that comundmem, o relats o
lifir hieme, and to name whiene we find
Lrnd and swhiere o sense an "absence™ of
Lo im b chaviows e make as nations,
Fit p-:np'lm as commmunibies That num.'inﬁ
i= the role of the prophet. That naming
ogrurs iy word and action.

Again, many of s have nesponded

to that call as individuals. Religions

life today demands that we respond
communally, that we contemplate fagether
and share with others the fruit of cur
commnnal contemplation,

A | consulbed my sisters for this
reflection, the words “pitention” and
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.. our charism is that place where our deepest communal gladness
meets the deepest hunger of the world.

“intention” were highlighted. We will
becomie wihat we intend. What we
mndend defermines o what we attend.
If we intend to be women of faith

who point out the presence of God in
troubled times and situations, we will
attend to our relationship with God and
otsr relationship to the hungers of the
world, And we will do it together, as
commuritics of faith.

Mary serves as chapher priveess of the Mid-

Atlantic Missim Chapter of the Daniviician
Susters of Adrian, Michigan

Religious lile today demands
that we respond communally,

that we contemplate together and share with others the

fruit of our communal contemplation.
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